
 

 
 
Spectrum Academy Board Minutes 
Date & Time November 20th , 2019 7:05 P.M. to 8:05 P.M. 
Location Spectrum Academy NSL High School Campus 
Members in attendance:  
 
Members Excused 

Jason Steenblik, Dennis M. Bullard, Madi Leyba,  
Marcy Johnson, Larry Bethers 
 
Marney DeVroom, Amy Loertscher 

Spectrum Staff Brad Nelson, Jaime Christensen, Molly Poirier, Jana Gold, Christina Guevara, Jeremiah Clark 
Kane Stokes, Kaley Veater, Liz Banner, Kristen Wilson, Krisanne Lewis, Paul Woodworth,  
McDevan Carling, Courtney England, Danielle Merritt 

BUSINESS DISCUSSED 

Board Session  
 

 Review and approve the minutes from October 16th, 2019 Board Meeting made by Larry Bethers 

seconded by Madi Leyba, and unanimously approved. 
 Financial Update (Courtney England)  

 Matt Christensen from SQUIRE was on the phone to answer all the boards questions. 

 Matt said the audit came out well, the school year is tight.  
 The biggest increase was salaries and benefits 
 The one finding was the school was not in budgetary compliance at the end of the 

fiscal year. Missed because of offset debt. 
 Matt answered all the boards questions 
 Matt thanked the board for follow-up of action items from last year. 

 Digital Files 
 Implementing docu sign for personnel 
 Board quarterly training 

 Matt recommended  
 Recommended having a snow day plan 

 Jaime said it is planned. 
 Recommended Courtney and Brad  

 Every quarter go thru the budget and make sure the data reflects 

location. 
 The board reviewed the current budget. 

 Courtney and Brad answered the board’s questions. 
 Brad discussed Bonding for the school in April 2020. 

 Brad answered the board’s questions. 
 Motion to go forward with actions and previous actions to be ratified by the Finance 

committee, made by Dennis Bullard, seconded by Madi Leyba, and unanimously 

approved. 
 Fundraising (Amy Baker) 

 See attached 

 Playground Equipment Update (Brad Nelson) 
 Playgrounds are installed and loved by many children. 

 Academic Director’s Update (Jaime Christensen)  
 PG Accreditation 

 NSL Elementary School Principal’s Update (Jana Gold) 
 See Attached 

 STARS Director’s Update (Molly Poirier) 
 See Attached 

 C.R.E.A.T.E Director’s Update (Christina Guevara) 
 See Attached 

 

 



 

 NSL High School Principal’s Update (Christina Guevara) 
 See Attached 

 NSL Intermediate School Principal’s Update (McDevan Carling) 
 See Attached 

 PG School Principal’s Update (Liz Banner) 
 See Attached 

 Related Services Update (Krisanne Lewis) 
 See Attached 

 
 Dennis Bullard - Announced his resignation from the Spectrum Academy Board of Directors effective 

end of the January Board Meeting.  

 Motion for Dennis Bullard to maintain his position on the Finance committee after his resignation 

made by made by Larry Bethers seconded by Madi Leyba, and unanimously approved. 

 
 Next Board Meeting is scheduled January 15th 2020 NSL 7:00pm 

 
 Public Session- No comments at this time. 

 
 Motion to close the meeting made by Larry Bethers seconded by Madi Leyba, and unanimously approved. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

★STARS★ Board Update November 2019 The big news from October was the final 

installation of our playground! The STARS students (and staff) have been using the playground 
constantly! After the first day, we have started to see a huge improvement in some of our student’s 

behavior. Many of our students ask to take a sensory break on the playground, and come back to class 
calmly, having gotten the sensory input that they need. If there is a line at the OT room for the swing, 
staff can have students go out to the playground and get the same input without waiting for five to ten 
minutes for a turn. Having a well designed playground has really changed the whole atmosphere at 

STARS, so a huge thank you to everyone involved in putting that together.  

STARS students also went to the Cross E Ranch with the Elementary School in October, which 
was a wonderful time. We appreciate all of the parents who come and help chaperone these trips, 
making it possible for us to keep going on field trips. We have a break in field trips until March, when 
we will go to the Discovery Gateway and then the zoo in April. Our students really look forward to these 
field trips, and we appreciate the Elementary School including us in these activities.  

The Functional Skills program had a presentation by Dr. Higbee on using Activity Schedules in 
the classroom. It was great to have a presentation that targeted at a specific teaching strategy for our 
classrooms. Next month the STARS teachers will be putting together Donors Choose projects to start 
getting the materials needed for this program.  

Staffing: STARS has had relatively few staffing changes so far this year. We have one teacher 
change, with our new hire starting in December. Janell Locke has stepped in to help with that vacancy 
until our new hire can start. There have been a few paraprofessionals who have put in their notice, but 
all for personal reasons outside of school.  

Respectfully submitted by Molly Poirier  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Board Update NSL High School 

November 2019 

 

1. Community 
a. November Newsletter: http://bit.ly/VoicesNovember2019 
b. PEN(11/21/19): This Thursday night we will have our second Parent Empowerment 
Night of the school year. Join us for Transition Night. 

RSVP: bit.ly/PENNov2019RSVP 

Flyer: bit.ly/PENNov2019Flyer 
c. SBO Food Drive: Please join us in caring for our NSL families. The SBO is 

sponsoring a Food Drive in hopes of accepting donations for food packages for 
20 families.  
Sign-Up: http://bit.ly/SBOFoodDrive2019  

d. Vikings Give: Over 150 students from Spectrum Academy NSL will be the 
recipients of the generous efforts from Viewmont High School’s Student Body 
Officers. Viewmont’s SBO has raised $15,000 to provide Sub for Santa 
specifically for our students. We want to offer special thanks to Mr. McDevan for 
setting up this partnership and Ms. Lorraine for spending hours outside of her 
regular duties to communicate this kind offer to our families.  

3. Students 
d. Graduation: Save the date! Please join us on Wednesday, May 27th for the 

graduation ceremony of the Class of 2020. It will be a momentous event. 
e. SBO: Our Student Body Officers hosted our Hallowvember Homecoming dance this 
past Saturday. Students had a great time dressing up, dancing, and engaging in positive 
socialization. 
f. Term 1 Student Recognition Day: Celebrating students for Term 1 was a success! 

 
d. Summer Science Trip: A big goal at Spectrum is for our students to access real-

world experiences and we have an opportunity for our students to travel with 
WorldStrides Science Trip next June 26, 2020 - June 30, 2020. Students will visit 
the Florida Keys for hands-on experiences with scientists and other professionals 
who work directly with animals. The cost is $2469 per student. We will be 
working together to identify fundraising opportunities to help make this great 
opportunity possible. SAHS also has plans to have High School staff chaperone 
the trip as a direct support to our students.  

4. Staff 
d. Staffing: We would like to welcome Mr. Sam Burt as our Art Teacher. Mr. Burt 

comes to us as a professional artist and has worked as a special education 

http://bit.ly/VoicesNovember2019
http://bit.ly/PENNov2019RSVP
http://bit.ly/PENNov2019Flyer
http://bit.ly/SBOFoodDrive2019


paraprofessional. Mr. Burt has connected with many students and is a great 
addition to the SAHS Community.  

e. Professional Development: For our most recent Professional Development Day we had 
a great variety of topics offered to our staff. Teachers had the opportunity to choose from 
different sessions including Small Group Instruction, Building Positive Relationships with 
Students, and Canvas Q&A. We also established our protocols for our Data Inquiry Cycle by 
meeting in our Collaborative Teaching Teams (CTTs). As this is an existing practice in our 
school, it was a great experience to have our teachers take the lead in running the team 
agendas in small groups and setting up their own expectations for data inquiry for the school 
year.  
f. MTSS: Mr. Clark and Mrs. G are members of Spectrum’s Multi-Tiered Systems of 
Support team and are working to increase the fidelity of academic and social-emotional 
systems at the High School. They have worked to identify current support systems at different 
levels and implement best practices to increase student success.  
 CREATE 
 . School-to-Work (STW) Partnership: In our 2nd year with the STW project we are in the 
process of onboarding two additional students to the program. Students in this program will 
benefit from Customized Employment practices and wrap-around services to support the 
transition into a work setting after high school.  
a. CS Planning Grant: Mr. Davis and Ms. Sandford, IT Teachers, drafted the Computer 
Science Planning Grant for $15,000 to implement CS instruction at all grade levels. The grant 
was submitted last week and we are waiting to hear about our status. 
 

Please see our newsletters for more great information about SAHS! 
 Voices of the Pack: August 2019 
 Voices of the Pack: September 2019 
 Voices of the Pack: Extra Edition September 2019 
 Voices of the Pack: October 2019 
 Voices of the Pack: November 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://bit.ly/VoicesAugust19
http://bit.ly/VoicesSeptember2019
http://bit.ly/VOTPExtraSep2019
http://bit.ly/VoicesOctober2019
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQ5jCEWCHqVbqx5s-XZh9KqMR_VV4UWIY9yMWd39BlSrTzm8BVE-tjeDhRc4idtY6oQmhqWAYszKH47/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=60000&slide=id.g5f48ce6030_0_22


Board Report        Spectrum Intermediate         November 2019 
 Administration: McDevan Carling has joined Spectrum Intermediate as the Principal. I 

have been deeply impressed with the professional capacity of the school and I hope to 
lend my skills to the leadership in order to continue building on the success of the 
school. 

 

 Playground Update: Students are enjoying the playground well into the winter months. 
Big thanks to one of our students that recently installed 3 park benches to enhance the 
student experience outside. The troop donated well over $1000 in materials and 
service. 

 

 Holiday Giving: Spectrum Academy and Viewmont High School have joined up to 
provide holiday gifts for 166 Spectrum students and their siblings this holiday season. 
See attached flyers for the Viewmont events that are funding this partnership. 

 

 Staff: We have added four new paraprofessionals to our staff in November and hope to 
keep adding to the team. 

 

 Activities Calendar: The IS PTO helped arrange for the University of Utah present a 
science assembly this month. Presenters used scientific principles to engage and 
entertain our students (and gave teachers a break for some extra prep time). 

Discovery Gateway set up a mobile museum for our 6th grade class this 
Wednesday. Students used the opportunity to again use their scientific discovery 
skills and have fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pleasant Grove Campus Update November 2019 

 

1. Whole school information: 

 Accreditation Engagement Review 
i. The fun of accreditation is making its way to PG.  Jaime and Liz met with a 

member of the accreditation team and they have informed us that we have made it 

through the first stage of our accreditation process. They will be coming, hopefully in the 

fall to complete the process. 

 PEN  
 . We had a very successful parent empowerment night. The parents learned so 

much. We had one of our parents come and film the classes and they are working on 

getting a private YouTube channel set up so that all of our parents have access to those 

trainings. Please find the attached flyer from our event.  

 Safety committee meetings  
 . We continue to have our safety committee meetings to ensure that we are doing all 

that we can to keep our students safe.  
 

2. Elementary School:  
 

 Liz and Kristen reading in ES classrooms 
i. Liz and Kristen had the fun opportunity to go into our kindergarten and first grade 

classes and read them a story. They also danced to the witches’ brew song. 

 K-6th grade field trips 
 . The day that we had our pumpkin patch field trip scheduled for our elementary 

students turned out to be one of the coldest day on record for that time of year:). Our 

amazing teachers and staff jumped in and made a great day for our elementary students!  

 UVU for hygiene program for our students 
 . Utah Valley University hosted us for a dental hygiene clinic for our kindergarten 

and first grade classes. It is a great opportunity for the students to get used to the dental 

process in a positive, safe environment.  
 

3. Middle School/ High School: 
 

 Classic Skating Middle School Field trip 
i. Our middle school students look forward to our annual classic skating field trip 

each year. It is a great opportunity for our students to learn a new skill, and they are not 

scared to use the kids supports;).  

 Anatomy Academy -MS Science 
 . We continue to enjoy having Anatomy Academy come into our science classes and 

conduct fun, hands-on activities!  

 MS/HS Halloween activities  
 . Our middle school/high school students enjoyed fun activities and dances on 

Halloween.   
 

4. PG CREATE Center (by Dave) 

 Catering for Scenic View Academy 



i. We had our first successful catering event. Scenic View Academy brought around 

fifty foster parents to enjoy a well-deserved dinner. They were served chicken marsala 

along with gelato and cannoli for dessert.  

 

Pictures… 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


